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exist for the promotion of the security and welfare of the
governed. He seems to have been deeply conscious of the
sacred character and the solemn responsibilities of a ruler as
is shown by the contents of his testament.

His dominions extended all over the Deccan from the
river Tapti to the frontiers of Mysore and the Carnatic, right
up to Trichinopoly. There were political advantages for him
in getting into touch with the European powers which had
established their settlements on the Coromandel coast. He,
therefore, consulted his interest to remain on good terms
with them, thus preventing the Marathas from seeking an
alliance with them against his authority in the South. For
their part, the English and French solicited his favour in
order to further their-commercial interests, The representa-
tives of both the nations were anxious to enlist the support
of the Subedar of the Deccan to further their own interests.
But Nizamul-Mulk purposely declined to take sides in their
struggle for commercial ascendancy on grounds of prudence.
Although much inclined to favour the French, his position
remained so vague up to the last that the representatives of
the two European nations at his court failed to know exactly
whom he favoured more, a course of action which he deli-
berately adopted as an obvious political convenience. His
policy in this regard has since been abundantly justified by
the subsequent political events in which the English and
French intervened as allies of one or other of the warring
neighbouring States. He had the sagacity to perceive that it
was dangerous to get involved in the politics of these foreign
settlers who, as he had half suspected, were sure to take full
advantage by interfering in the affairs of the Indian rulers.
What he avoided, his descendants could not. They, like
other rulers of the country, were impelled by the blind force
of destiny to eagerly seek European aid in their internecine
struggles and thus give an opportunity to the English to
establish their Empire in India.